Craftsman Screwdriver Evolution 1950-2017 
Part V: Ratcheting Bit Screwdrivers 
c.1989-2017 


Codes 
WF and variants: c.1989-2017 


Hollow Handle: c.1989- mid-late 2000s 
This basic ratcheting screwdriver was introduced in approximately 1989, and had a hollow 
handle which could hold between probably 4-6 bits, also it was only sold as a set with 4 bits. 
The handle was the same shape as regular Craftsman screwdrivers, save for the screw cap on 
top. It was discontinued sometime in the mid to late 2000s as the last code | have observed was 
W WF which was used between approximately 2002-09. 


Craftsman® Ratcheting Magnetic-Tip 
Screwdriver 
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CRAFTSMAN® RATCHETING MAGNETIC-TIP SCREWDRIVER 
MAGNETIC-TIP SCREWDRIVER (not shown) same construction and bits 
firmly holds bit and screw. Chrome- as (9- E 

vanadium alloy steel tips, 4" shank. 9-41467% — Wi. 0.3 Ibs. 

Hollow plastic handle stores %s', 92" 

slotted and Nos. 1 and 2 Phillips bits. 4-BIT SET for 9-41466 and 9-41467. 
9-41466% — Wt. 0.5 lbs 9-41468% — Wt. 0.1 Ibs. 


Listing from the 2002-03 Craftsman Catalog. 


Sears Best: c.1989-1992 
This screwdriver also used the same style of ratchet as the previous one, however it used the 
"Sears' Best" handle. It was introduced around the same time as the previous one, but 
discontinued in 1992 when the Sears' Best screwdrivers were discontinued. It was only sold in a 
20 piece set. 


Entry from the 1989 Sears Home Annual Catalog. 


An example from Worthpoint. 


Craftsman Professional: c.1995-2003 
These were introduced sometime between 1995-97, and again, used the same mechanism as 
the previous two. lt was discontinued in 2003 when the first generation Professional 
screwdrivers were discontinued. There was also an identical version that was not branded 
Professional. 


Craftsman? Professional 
Ratcheting Magnetic Screwdriver Sets 


CRAFTSMAN® PROFESSIONAL 20-PC. RATCHETING 
MAGNETIC SCREWDRIVER SET. Includes: four slotted 


bits (3⁄46", Y2", 5-6, 8-10); two Phillips bits (#1, #2); five 

Torx? bits (T10, T15, T20, T25, T30); one screw finder; seven CRAFTSMAN 
nutdriver bits (3⁄46", Va", Jaa", Ye", 1132", 34", 746") and driver. [beoressional] 
9-419594 — Wt 0.8 lbs. 


Entry from the 2002-03 Craftsman catalog. 


Craftsman® Ratcheting Magnetic 


Screwdriver/Nutdriver 


LAMAS 


ua 

<= == p/f 
ee 2 — 

u [un u’ E 


CRAFTSMAN 


CRAFTSMAN? 29-| PE RATCHETING , y a 
MAGNETIC SCREW! ER/ bits, 1 magnetic screwdriver, 
NUTDRIVER SET. ENS 6 slotted 1 bit holder, molded carrying case. 
bits, 6 phillips bits, 4 Torx® bits, 7 Fully reversible ratchet action. 
nutdrivers, 2 Robertson bits, 2 hex socket 9-41862x — Wt. 0.7 Ibs. 


Non Professional version from the 2002-03 Craftsman catalog. 


Grip Driver: 1998- c.2001 
While these are coded WF they aren't made by them or even in the U.S. They were imported by 
WF and made by Schroeder of Germany. They also marked the drivers with the Schroeder 
brand by the COO markings. It had a feature that allowed you to bend the handle to almost a t 
handle, but not quite, for extra torque. Schroeder had applied for a U.S. patent for this type in 


1989 and it was granted in 1991. The earlier type was all black, while the later type had a red 
selector ring. The later type was available with either a long blade with short (1") bits or a short 
blade with long (2-3") bits. Some of the bits are made in the USA but later on it doesn't seem 
that they are. 


An example of the first variant. (Not my photo, from Worthpoint.) 
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A set with the second variant with the short shaft and long bits. (Not my photo,from ebay.) 


Second version with the long shaft. (Not my photo, from ebay.) 


Grip Driver Il: 2002-2077 
This driver is functionally identical to its predecessor with the exception that it now has on board 
bit storage. It was only available with short bits. The patent for this screwdriver was applied for 
in 2001 and granted in 2005, but it appeared in the 2002-03 catalog. It was discontinued prior to 
2011. 


Craftsman® Professional 
GripDriver II" Sets 


CRAFTSMAN 


CRAFTSMAN® PROFESSIONAL 34-PC. GRIP DRIVER 11" RATCHETING 
MAGNETIC SCREWDRIVER SET with new see-through handle design. Precision 
crafted multi-position handle stores six bits inside, Handle pivots 45° for turning ease 
and generates 350 Ibs. of torque force. Handle grip for user comfort. Three-position 
ratcheting mechanism with forward/reverse and fixed screwdriving modes. Magnet 
holds hex-shank bits securely. Bits include six slotted (Ye, 46", 782", 1⁄4", 90", Ye"); 
four Phillips (#0, #1, #2, #3); eight Torx® (T6, T7, T10, T15, T20, T25, T30, T40); four 
square head (#1, #2, #3, #4); two Reed Prince (#1, #2); five hex bits (Ve", Yo", Yea", 
F32", Va"); plus 1/4 inch driver adapter and three bit holders all in storage case. 
9-47470% — Wt. 1.9 lbs. 


CRAFTSMAN? PROFESSIONAL 7-PC. GRIP DRIVER 11" RATCHETING 
MAGNETIC SCREWDRIVER SET (not shown). Same driver as set 9-47470 but with 
these bits: three slotted (Ys*, 1⁄4", %32") and three Phillips (#1, #2, #3). No case. 
9-47471% — Wt. 0.7 lbs. 


Entry from the 2002-03 Craftsman catalog. 


Ready Bit: 1999-201? 
These were made by Megapro, and they don't have a manufacturer code, but they have a 
patent assigned to the Megapro inventor. They were sold in a set with 15 bits with the capability 
to store all of them on board, 14 in the handle and one in the shaft. This design was only made 
for Craftsman and was never sold under the Megapro name. The earlier version had yellow 
accents while the later version had red accents. The trademark was first used in 1999, 
registered in 2001, and canceled in 2008. However, in the 2011-12 catalog shows them being 
sold with speed lok accessories and with the yellow handle. 


Craftsman® ReadyBit” 
Ratcheting Screwdriver 


CRAFTSMAN® READYBIT™ 

RATCHETING SCREWDRIVER. Three-position silent 

ratcheting mechanism to rapidly drive or release fasteners. Features 

forward/reverse and lock positions for faster screwdriving and nutdriving. Revolving 

bit storage rack in handle holds fifteen hex-shank insert bits. Includes five Phillips 

(P1, three P2, P3), five slotted (4-6, two 6-8, two 8-10), four Robertson (two R1, two 
R2) and Torx® T20. Bits secured by magnetic holder. Soft grip handle with rotating cap. 
9-41796% — Wt. 0.8 lbs. 


Entry for the earlier version in the 2002-03 Craftsman catalog. 
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Later version with the red accents. (Not my photo, from Worthpoint.) 


Red Handle: c.2004-2017 
Normally | would not include a Chinese or Taiwanese tool, however these red handle drivers 
were imported by WF from Taiwan and marked WF without a country of origin marking or at 
least not an obvious one, so | decided to include it because somebody might think it is of US 
manufacture because it has WF on it. The patent was applied for in 2004 and granted in 2006. 
In 2007 it was transferred to WF, so this model was released sometime between 2004-07. It had 
on board storage for 6 bits and was sold in a set with 25 bits. 


DIAL-A-BIT 
QUICK CHANGE 
SYSTEM 


MAGNETIC & A 
RATCHETING 


B. Craftsman Ratcheting 
Magnetic Screwdriver with Bit Storage 
« Ergonomic design; six-bit storage system lets you 
dial to the bit you want. 
«5 slotted, 4 Phillips, 6 Torx®, 4 square drive and 
6 hex shank single side bits. Warranted.” Wt. 1 Ib. 
009-47144 19.99 


Entry from the 2011-12 Craftsman catalog. 


Sources 
Craftsman and Sears catalogs 
Ebay 
Worthpoint.com 


